A case of gallbladder cancer manifesting chylous ascites and chylothorax.
A case of gallbladder cancer manifesting both chylous ascites and chylothorax was reported. A 66-year-old man was hospitalized with milky ascites. The patient was diagnosed as having gallbladder cancer based on findings of endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) and celiac angiography. The diagnosis of chylous ascites was confirmed by the presence of microscopically visible free fat and the biochemical analysis of the fluid. The patient also gradually developed chylous thoracic effusion. Autopsy revealed lymphogenous metastasis in multiple retroperitoneal and mediastinal nodes. Chylothorax and chyloperitoneum are relatively rare. Only five cases have been reported in Japan that manifested both conditions.